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EDUCATION
· University of South Carolina

Columbia, SC

Ph.D. English—August 2007
Dissertation: “The Structure of Awakening”: Walter Benjamin and Progressive Scholarship in New Media: This essay introduces an online experiment in the composition of scholarly hypertext that resulted in a website entitled The Arcades Project Project. My argument in favor of such endeavors begins with a discussion of “The Work of Art in the Age of Mechanical Reproduction,” which I examine alongside “The Author as Producer” and “A Program for a Proletarian Children’s Theatre,” focusing on Benjamin’s distinction between progressive and regressive compositional and educational techniques.  In these essays, Benjamin identifies a way of thinking about progress that is “totally useless for fascism.”  This involves a refashioning of the apparatus of perception as a means of eliciting change. I argue that Benjamin makes this argument structurally in The Arcades Project by adopting passages as its title concept, providing an image of thought that lends itself easily to structural modification, improvisation and adaptation that is diffused throughout his structural apparatus.  In this way, The Arcades Project serves as an example of what Benjamin identifies as “the structure of awakening.” This concept of structure is then combined with the call by many Benjamin scholars to respond to his work, not through analysis and argument, but through continuation.  My response takes the form of the website referenced above.  
Committee Members: John Muckelbauer, Ph.D. (director), Judith James, Ph.D., Anthony Jarrells, Ph.D., Dan Smith, Ph.D., Brad Collins, Ph.D. (outside reader)
· Major: 20th century American Literature
· Minor: 19th century American
· University of Charleston & The Citadel

Charleston, SC

M.A.-English Literature—May 2000 
· Thesis: "The Flâneur as Self-Referential Narrator: Hidden Texts and Roving Eyes in American Autobiographical Poetry and Prose". The project aims to locate the narrative “advantages” to which writers who deploy wandering narrators open themselves.  The study is rooted in the writings of Walter Benjamin and Baudelaire.  Authors covered were E.A. Poe, Henry David Thoreau, Walt Whitman, Henry Miller, and John Dos Passos. 

Committee Members: Larry Carlson, Ph.D. (director), Joseph Kelley, Ph.D., and Peter Mailloux, Ph.D.

· Université de Versailles

Versailles, France

Graduate Teaching/Research Fellow—Fall 1998-Summer 1999
· Taught courses in ESL while doing research on the flâneur and the “Lost Generation.” 

· University of East Anglia

Norwich, England 

Exchange Student—Fall 1993-Summer 1994
· Academic focus: creative writing fiction, poetry, and playwriting as well as British Romantic poetry, Shakespeare, and Modern European Drama
· Roanoke College

Salem, VA 
B.A. Cum Laude in English Literature—May 1996
· Major: English with concentrated studies in Theatre and Creative Writing 

TEACHING EXPERIENCE

· University of North Carolina at Charlotte 
Charlotte, NC

Lecturer—beginning August 2008
· English 1101: English Composition (3 classes) 
· English 1103: Accelerated College Writing and Rhetoric (1 class)
· University of North Carolina at Charlotte 
Charlotte, NC

Adjunct English Instructor—August 2007-Present
· Liberal Studies 2212: “Literature and Culture”:  Literatures of Resistance and Cultures on the Verge. 
This course will examine literary works which demonstrate ways of questioning cultural norms within the context of intense transformation. Through a wide array of poetry, fiction and film, changing notions of self, place and purpose will be explored alongside larger cultural conceptions of identity, geography, technology and economics. We will consider literatures of resistance, transgression, reformation and rebellion in relation to their popular and traditional contemporaries in an effort to rethink and redefine culture and literature.

· English 1101: English Composition (3 classes) 
· English 1102: Writing in an Academic Community (3 classes pending Spring 2008)
· University of South Carolina

Columbia, SC

Adjunct English Instructor & Teaching Assistant—Fall 2000-May 2007
· English 460: Advanced Composition (5 classes)
This course was required of English Majors as well as students of Journalism, Marketing, and Public Relations.  
· English 285: Themes in American Literature (3 classes)
Because I had already co-taught this course as a discussion leader with David Cowart, when I taught the course on my own, I tried to introduce a non-traditional set of texts.  We did not use a textbook but read solely from a course packet that included—in addition to standard 19th and 20th-century canonical texts—experimental, often understudied works by writers such as Gertrude Stein, Henry Miller, H.D., Dos Passos, Kay Boyle, Sylvia Plath, Amiri Baraka, Mary Austin, William Carlos Williams, Frank O’Hara, Ginsberg, White, Mark Halliday, Robert Penn Warren, Djuna Barnes, Gwendolyn Brooks, C. P. Gilman, Dubois, and Toomer, We also read and studied novels such as Morrison’s Jazz, Anaya’s Bless Me Ultima, Delillo’s The Body Artist, and Hemingway’s The Old Man and the Sea, and studied films as literature (i.e. Bamboozled, A.I., Hedwig and the Angry Inch, and Fight Club.)  Students were required to do historical context, critical context, biographical, and close-reading presentations in addition to a time-line project, daily journal assignments, and a final paper. 
· English 102:  Introduction to Literature 
· English 101:  Introduction to Composition 
· Trident Technical Community College

Charleston, SC

Adjunct English Instructor at —Summer 2000 & Summer 2001
· English Composition I (6 classes)

· English Composition II (2 classes)
· University of Versailles

Versailles, France 

Teaching English as a Second Language—Fall 1998 to Spring 1999
· Conversational English and Oral Comprehension (12 classes)  As a part of my research fellowship through the masters program at the University of Charleston, I was required to teach 6 classes/semester at three different French university campuses.   I tried to keep students engaged and interested by illustrating our conversations using my cartooning skills and the chalkboard.  I believe, after doing this for a year, that the use of illustrations helps students to remember subtler differences in the language.  It was also necessary to come up with fun class/group activities that would keep the students engaged.  
· University of Charleston

Charleston, South Carolina

Graduate Assistant—Fall 1996 to Spring 1998 

· Charleston Writer’s Conference: Organized the Charleston Writer's Conference in 1997 and 1998 

· Writing Across the Curriculum Conference: Organized the Writing Across the Curriculum Conference in 1996 and helped with the editing of Postscript and the Writing Across the Curriculum Conference Publication 

· Graduate Assistant: Wrote grant proposals, reports, and press releases, created and edited databases, organized publicity and advertisement and designed brochures, flyers, posters, and career development publications 

· College of Charleston
Charleston, SC
Writing Studio Instructor—Fall 1997 
· Writing Studio: Taught small supplementary courses for “under-prepared freshman” and advised on essay writing, grammar, organization skills, and style and created pamphlets, worksheets, and overheads on approaches to college writing 
· Roanoke College

Salem, VA

Summer Scholar Fellow—Summer 1995 

· Researched various novels, short stories, and approaches to writing short fiction 

· Participated in weekly colloquiums and forums 

· Compiled a collection of short fiction with journal appendix 

· Roanoke College

Salem, VA

Peer Tutor at —Fall 1994 

· Aided students in grammar, writing mechanics, and research skills 

· Advised on improving communication skills, style, and clarity 

· Kept records of student progress and related progress to professors 
GRADUATE COURSES
· Rhetorical and Literary Theory and Composition

· Rhetorical Theory and Literary Criticism—Spring 2005 (unofficial)

· Alterity and Identity Politics—Spring 2004 (unofficial)

· Contemporary American Rhetorical Theory—Spring 2003 (unofficial)

· Literary Theory

· Teaching Freshman English
· American Literature

· American Women Writers

· African American Literature

· American Modernism 

· 20th-Century Southern Literature 

· First-Generation American Immigrant Literature 

· Modern American Poetry 

· Seminar in The Lost Generation 

· 20th-Century American Literature 

· American Transcendentalism in master’s thesis 
· British & European

· 20th-Century World Literature 

· Seminar on the works of John Milton 

· Romantic Poetry 

· The Gothic Novel 

· Seminar on Wordsworth, Coleridge, and the Eighteenth Century 

· Swift, Pope, Dryden and the Eighteenth Century 

· 20th-Century British Literature
· Other

· Independent Study in Time Travel and Science Fiction

· The Principles of Literary Research

· Advanced Drawing

· Contemporary American Art
· Foreign Languages
· French and Italian
CONFERENCES
· International Conference on Romanticism. "Wandering Around in Beachy Head." Florida State University. October 2002. (Conference Attended)
· RMMLA. "The Sublimity of Anticipation: Lewis' The Monk and Burke's Philosophical Inquiry." October 2002.  (Paper Accepted)

· Craft, Critique, and Culture. "Dos Passos as Cinematic Flâneur-Narrator: Hidden Texts and Roving Eyes in Manhattan Transfer." University of Iowa. April 11-14, 2002. (Paper Accepted)

· Minor Eighteenth-Century Poets Revisited, 1720-1790. "Wandering Around in Beachy Head." Chester, UK. July 20-21, 2002. (Paper accepted)

· Narrative 2002: An International Conference. "Wandering Around in Beachy Head." Michigan State University. April 11-14, 2002. (Conference Attended)

· GES Conference, Texas Tech University. "Wandering Around in Beachy Head,"  February 2002. (Paper Accepted)

·  Pacific Rim Literary Conference. “Henry Miller as Flâneur-Narrator: An Adhesive for the Modern World,” University of Alaska Anchorage, March 2001. (Paper Accepted)

· Charleston Writer's Conference. College of Charleston, Spring ‘98. (Conference Attended)

· Charleston Writer's Conference. College of Charleston, Spring ‘97. (Conference Attended)

· Writing Across the Curriculum Conference. College of Charleston, Spring ‘97. (Conference Attended)
· NEA Creative Writing Conference. University of Pittsburgh, Spring ‘95. (Conference Attended)
AWARDS & HONORS
· Outstanding Teacher Award—Spring 2005
· Ph.D. Comprehensive Exams passed with distinction—Spring 2003.
· Master’s Thesis Nominated for the National Conference of Southern Graduate School's Annual Award Competition by the University of Charleston—Spring 2001
· Teaching Assistantship at the University of South Carolina—Fall 2000 to Present 
· Outstanding Graduate Student Award from the University of Charleston—May 2000 
· Teaching/Research Fellowship at the Université de Versailles, Paris, France—Fall 1998 to Spring 1999 
· Graduate Assistantship at the University of Charleston—Fall 1996 to Spring 1998 
· Andrew Murphy Prize for Fiction—Spring 1996 
· Summer Scholar Program—Summer 1995 
· Junior Scholar Award—Spring 1996 
· Andrew Murphy Prize for Fiction—Spring 1995 
· Sigma Tau Delta: English Honor Society—Spring 1995 
· University of East Anglia Exchange Student—Fall 1993-Spring 1994 
· Alpha Lambda Delta: Freshman Honor Society—Spring 1992 

FELLOWSHIPS
· Teaching Fellowship at Universtité de Versailles—Fall 1998-Spring 1999 
· Summer Scholar Fellowship at Roanoke College—Summer 1995
PUBLICATIONS & PROJECTS
· Web Sites
Current Projects
Project Nexus: Co-Creator, Webmistress, Co-Author—Fall 2006-Present
· A web site that links the professional work of high school teachers with that of instructors of college English as a means of connecting both parties with the pedagogical thoughts and concerns of one another.
The Arcades Project Project: Creator, Webmistress, Author—June 2004-Present, http://www.thelemming.com/lemming/dissertation-web/home/arcades.html 
· An experiment in the use of new media and scholarly research that draws on the writings of Ovid, Deleuze-Guattari, Nietzsche and Baudrillard, this project explores Walter Benjamin’s The Arcades Project in an attempt to map a rhetorical model that includes nonlinear, unstable, and multi-media texts like those found on the World Wide Web. The project heavily emphasizes Benjamin’s structural experiments and the manner in which they relate to some of his key concepts: Gambling, Collecting, and Wandering.  Literary figures engaged in this project are Henry Miller, Dostoevsky, Don Delillo, Gertrude Stein and Baudelaire, Edgar Allan Poe, Walt Whitman, and Sophie Calle, and John Dos Passos  
Past Projects
The Lemming:  Creator/Editor-in-Chief The Lemming, Webmistress—November 2002-June 2004, www.thelemming.com
· As an experiment in the use of new media in the teaching of creative writing, with the help of four advanced-level undergraduates, I started an online literary publication called The Lemming. The project lasted for nearly 2 years, attracting visitors and contributors from all over the world. 

· The Lemming Variety Show: Organized events, promotions, line-up, rehearsals, MC’ed and read “A Musing”—February and March 2003
· Creative Writing 
Current Projects

Marriage:  Envisioned as a ‘coffee table book,’ this project uses William Blake’s The Marriage of Heaven and Hell as a framework for an illustrated collection of interwoven vignettes that explores the concept of marriage through permutation. The narrative is advanced through high impact action scenes, surrealistic dreamscapes, disruptive time sequences, and mystery.  
Print Publications
"In a Masculine, Uneven Hand." On Concept’s Edge. Salem, VA: Roanoke College, 1996. 

"Present Tenses at the Battery." On Concept’s Edge. Salem, VA: Roanoke College, 1996.

Bodies and Souls in Transition: Writing Short Fiction. Publications of the 1995 Summer Scholar Program. Salem, VA:  Roanoke College, 1995.

"Who in the Hell is Compton?" On Concept’s Edge. Salem, VA: Roanoke College,1995.

"Rekindling." On Concept's Edge. Salem, VA: Roanoke College, 1995.
Readings
Graduate English Association, University of South Carolina: Reading of “The Throw-Away” and “Phantoms”—Spring 2001 

ARTEMIS, a literary magazine of the Roanoke Valley—Spring 1996 

Convocation Reading at Roanoke College: "Present Tenses at the Battery"—Spring 1996 

Summer Scholar Forum Presentation at Roanoke College: "In a Masculine, Uneven Hand"—Fall 1995 

On Concept’s Edge, Roanoke College’s literary magazine: "Rekindling"—Spring 1996 

· Visual Arts
Current Projects

Illustrations for Marriage. Envisioned as a ‘coffee table book,’ this project uses William Blake’s The Marriage of Heaven and Hell as a framework for an illustrated collection of interwoven vignettes that explores the concept of marriage through permutation. The illustrations are done in sumi ink and acrylic on paper and explore fluidity and chance as something that can be rendered visually through the use of mixed media.
Past Projects and Shows

Containment. Installation, photography, sculpture, painting, multi-media. The Light Factory. Charlotte, NC. May-June 2007. 

One Heart One Blow. A 12-piece series of 16”x 20” sumi ink drawings on paper. The Artist’s Basement. Columbia, SC. November 2005, January 2006.

Hearts, Hands and Fruits. A 12-piece series of 12” x 12” acrylic paintings on canvas. Spring 2006.

Bathroom Graffiti. Online photographic series. Appeared in The Lemming. March 2003-June 2004.

Cleaving. An 8-painting series of large fabric collages. Spring 1997-Spring 2000.

NON-ACADEMIC WORK EXPERIENCE

· Medical Transcriptionist, Guilford Orthopedic Sports Medicine Clinic, June 2003-Present
· Marketing Research and Developer, The Otter’s Den, February 2000-May 2002
· Copyeditor, Freelance 2000-present
· Web Designer, Freelance 2000-present
· Art Gallery Attendant, Fall 1996-Winter 1998
· Waitress, Fall 1991-Spring 2000
· Movie Theatre Attendant, Fall 1989-Fall 1991
· Medical Office Clerk, 1985-1991
REFERENCES

· John Muckelbauer, Ph.D.

Assistant Professor of Rhetoric and Composition

University of South Carolina

English Department

Columbia, SC

Phone: (803) 777-5751

· Judith James, Ph.D.

Associate Professor of American Literature 

University of South Carolina

English Department

Columbia, SC

Phone: (803) 777-5063


· Dan Smith
Assistant Professor of Rhetoric and Composition

University of South Carolina

English Department

Columbia, SC

Phone: (803) 777-0300

· Chris Holcomb
Assistant Professor of Rhetoric and Composition
University of South Carolina

English Department

Columbia, SC

Phone: (803) 777-4203
· Larry Carlson, Ph.D.

Professor of English 
College of Charleston

English Department

Charleston, SC
Phone: 843-953-5664 ( -5665) 
 
· Michael Heller, Ph.D.

Professor of English of American Literature

Roanoke College

English Department

Salem, VA

Phone: 540-375-2369

